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On January 11, 1962, the Jackpile mine on the Laguns Pueblo Regservation
vas inspected. The mine was operated by the Anasconda Corporation and
is located B4 miles north of Laguna, Valencia County, Rew Mexico. The
wine {s serviced by a spur of the Santa Fe railroad. MNr. John Herndon
was mine superintendent. The last exsmination of the mine by engineers
of this office was June 24, 1961.

The lease originally covered 799.09 acres when issued May 7, 1952. By
amendments made Septesber 9, 1954, Movewber 27, 1957, and December 23,
1960, the lease was extended to cover 4,988.48. Anaconda has requested
an amandment to the prospecting permit to allow them to take under lease
wore than the present allowable 5,120 acres in leases of not over 2,560
acres each. It ig thought that the Anaconda Company can cover the
proven ore body with two leases of 2,560 acres esch. Amendments to the
royalty provisions of the present leases are under consideratiom to
cover the period after March 31, 1962 when the €ircular 5, Atamic Energy
Commissfon's price schedule no longer will be effective.

The Jackpile mine presently contains approximately 590,000 tons of ore
wvith snother 500,000 tons of ore stockplled at the pit. 4bout 200,000
tons of ore will be mined leaving the last ore bench containing about
300,000 tons to be mined after the new Puguate-orebody is brought inta
production. The first of April 1962 the mine wili go on u onc shift
basis. This sahift will be employec ulmost entirely stripping the over-
burden from the Puguate orebody. Omly a emz2)l number of wen wiil be
employed st the Jackpile hauling ore from the stockpiles to the crusher.

It is expected that the tonnage will be reduced after March 3i, 1962 as
the contract between Anaconda and the Atowmic Energy Commission effectlve
that date calls for a decrease in pounds yelliow-coke produced by one-
third the presemt production.
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On date of i{nspection both large electric P & H shovels were operating
on the Puguate stripping project. Only two smail shovelis were operst-
ing st the Jackpile mine. The next two wonths productfon wili be
obtained by mining the next to the lowesat ore bench which will complete
the presently placned mining at the Jackpiie. &fter that bench is
completed ail work will be confiped to the Puguste orebody. The wii}
will receive ore only from the existing stockpiles at the Jackpile
after that time,

Development of the Puguste orabody is on schedule and ore production is
expected about January 1963. The ore-waste ratio isg about 6 to 1. The
grade of ore is expected to be about 0.29% U30;. The ore occurs in
highgrade lenses with lowgrade between. Difficulty has been encountered
in grade estimates because of this irregularity. It has been estimated
that about 20 million tons of ore and waste will be handled frow March
1962 to March 1966, at the Jackpile from 1952 to 1962 about BO million
tons of ore and waste have been handled.

In april 1962 present plans cal! for reducing the personnel at the minpe
to 100 wen and to go to a one shift basfs. Approximateiy 38,000 tons
of ore per month will be shippad to the Bluewater concentrator. On dste
of examination 200 wen were employed at the wine on a two shift basis,
Approximately 70,000 tons of ore per month were produced.

On date of examination the mine had worked 173 deys without s lost time
accident, This was 20 days longer than any other accident free peviod
experenced st the mine.

Ho safety violations or violations of the lesse terms were noted during
the exsmination.

James W. Hager
Mining Eagineer
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